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national semester on the General Course. Currently, the Institute is in the process,
together with the University of Adelaide, in finalising an Expert Witness syllabus
as an addition to the Professional Certificate. The Expert Witness Course will
commence nationally next year.

Internal and continuing education is also a priority to the Institute with each
chapter dedicating an evening a month to the ‘continuing professional
development’ of members. Evenings of this kind are designed to cover topics
which may further our members’ knowledge in alternative dispute resolution,
whether it be arbitration, mediation or expert determination.

As part of the continuing education program Master Classes are now being held
in each mainland state including the ACT for grade 1 and 2 arbitrators. These
classes are designed as refresher classes on topics which arbitrators may have or
will be confronted with in an arbitration. They are a means of gathering those who
practice in the field of arbitration together to express their views and concerns on
matters which may confront an arbitrator. In the three Master Classes held so far,
the new structure proved very successful in allowing arbitrators the opportunity to
further their knowledge in an interactive topic-based discussion format. The
Master Class program and continuing education generally will be significantly
developed nationally during the next 12 to 18 months.

Finally, I would like to mention our Joint Conference on Dispute Resolution
Strategies for the 21st Century, to be held in conjunction with the Arbitrators’ and
Mediators’ Institute of New Zealand next year. The conference will be held in
Auckland and will cover a wide range of topical issues involved in dispute
resolution in various fields. Details of the provisional conference program will be
sent to all members with an option to register your attendance. 1 encourage
members to attend as it will address topical issues on dispute resolution as we
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enter the new century.



