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Management of Civil Defence Operations 
course 2001 
The Management of Civil Defence Operations Course 
gained formal status as an accredited course in August 
2000. Thecourse is usually conducted annually at AEMl 
usually in late November. However.the2OOl course has 
been scheduled for the last weekof September. 

Thecourse isaimed primarily at theoperational level of 
emergency management and examines issues relating 
to civil defence planning and operationsto manage the 
effects of armed conflict in Australia. In addition to 
membersof statutotyemergency managementlresponse 
agencies such as police, fire,ambulance, SES and welfare 
agencies, representatives from Defence, public health, 
the media, local government, public utilities, NGOs and 
commerce and industry are most welcome to apply. 

For furtherinformation contoct: 
David Morton 
Phone: 02 6266 5325 
Email: dmorton@ema.defence.gov.au 

Commonwealth Government reception plan 
In October 2000,a two-day workshop was held at AEMl 
to review the Provisional Commonwealth Government 
Plan forthe Reception of Persons Evacuated into Australia 
following an overseas event (COMRECEPLAN). Expe- 
riences gained through recent evacuations such as the 
Solomon Islandsevent had highlighted this requirement. 

The workshop which wasattended by around 30 persons 
representing States,Territories,Commonwealth agencies 
and nonGovernment organisations madea numberof 
recommendations to refine the plan which will now be 
submitted to the national Emergency Management 
Committee for further consideration. 

For further information contoct: 
Rod McKinnon 
Phone: 02 6266 5328 
Email: rmckinnon@ema.defence.gov.au 

New Australian emergency manual- 
post- disaster assessment and survey 
EMA will soon be publishing a new manual on Post 
Disaster Assessmentand Survey as part ofthe Australian 
Emergency Manual (AEM) series. The new AEM will 
provide emergency managers with useful a planning 
guide for the conduct of initial survey and damage 
assessments following the impact of a disaster. The 
manual draws on material from Australia and overseas 
and will include a series of check-lists and proformas. 
Themanual should beavailable by mid-2001. 

For further information contoct: 
Don Patterson 
Phone: 02 6266 51 65; Email: dpanerson@ema.gov.au 

International Search and Rescue 
Advisory Group 
The Asia Pacific Chapter ofthe International Search and 
Rescue Advisoty Group met in Seoul, Korea in November 
2000. This wasthe first meeting of the group since 1993 
and resulted from an exploratoly meeting hosted by EMA 
in Canberra in March 2000. 

The meeting was attended by representatives from 10 
countries of the Asia Pacific Region and the UN Office 
for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). 
Attendees pledged to work together to improve urban 
search and rescuecapabilities in the region. New Zealand 
will host the next meeting in late November 2001. 

For furtherinformation contact: 
Rod McKinnon 
Phone: 02 6266 5328 
Email: rmckinnon@ema.defence.gov.au 

Review of disaster response plans 
EMA is currently reviewing the Commonwealth Govern- 
ment Disaster Response Plan (COMDISPLAN) and the 
Australian Government Overseas Disaster Assistance Plan 
(AUSASSISTPLAN) as partofa three-year review cycle.The 
revised plansshould beavailable in mid-2001 

For furtherinformation contoct: 
Don Patterson 
Phone: 02 6266 5165 
Email: dpanerson@ema.gov.au 

lndian Disaster Management Symposium 
In November 2000, EMA coordinated Australian partici- 
pation in a joint Australia India Council (AIC)/Confede- 
ration of lndian Industry (CII) sponsored Disaster 
Management Symposium in Delhi, India. 

The Symposium covered a range of topics under the 
broad headings of prevention, preparedness, response 
and recovery with lndian and Australian speakers 
addressing each topic followed by open discussion. A 
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Management of Chemical Biological 
Radiological Incendiary and Explosives 
(CBRIE) Emergencies1 Incidents course 
The datesfor the next CBRlE course to beconducted at 
AEMl have changed from 12-16 March to 25-29 June 
2001.The CBRlE course is currently going through the 
accreditation process which should be completed by 
March 2001. Thosewho haveanended oneofthethree 
previous CBRlE courses at AEMl will receive a new 
certificate through the mail in due course. 

For further lnformation contact: 
Don Panerson 
Phone: 02 6266 5165 
Email: dpanerson@ema.gov.au 

Exercise SAGIP 2000 
Exercise SAGiP is an annual multilateral forum that 
promotes the sharing ofexperiences in disaster response 
and humanitarian assistance and provides an under- 
standing of theemergency management arrangements 
in place in countries from the Asia Pacific region. The 
exercise is an initiative ofthe Philippine Department of 
Defence with the word SAGIP meaning'to save lives: 

ExerciseSAGlP2OOOwhich was held in Maniladuring the 
period 23-27 October 2000 brought together90 military 
and civilian persons from 17 AsiaIPacific countries. 

MrTrevor Hainesfrom €MA participated in the exercise 
asa member ofthe four person Australian Defence Force 
led delegation and presented papers on Early Warning 
and the United Nations response framework for inter- 
national Urban Search and RescueTeams. 

For further information contact: 
Trevor Haines 
Phone: 02 6266 5169 
email: thaines@ema.gov.au 

EMA Projects Program 
EMA has made available project funding to support 
disaster prevention and management projects during 
2001102. Project proposals aimed at reducing disaster- 
related loss of life, property damage, and economic and 
social disruption in Australia are now encouraged from 
individuals, community groups, businesses, non- 
government organisations and agencies at all levels of 
government. 

Detailson the EMA Projects Program funding areavailable 
on the EMA web site at www.ema.gov.au. The closing 

outstanding contribution ofthosededicated people who 
giveso much to make communities safer. 
EMA intends to undertake a significant leadership role in 
I W  to ensure the profile of volunteering gains wider 
community acceptance and understanding. States and 
Territoriesare planning activities tomake the lYVa special 
year. A National Comminee hasalso been established to 
coordinate national emergency volunteer IWactivities 
and met forthe first time recently. Atthismeeting,ideas 
for nationalactivitieswhich couldassistthe recruitment, 
retention, training or recognition of volunteers were 
generated. EMA will submit a proposal to the Department 
of Family and Community Services to seek funding for 
activities identified by the national IWComminee. EMA 
will also make a significant financial and in-kind 
contribution towards these activities. 

For further information contact: 
David Winterburn 
Phone: 02 6266 5009 
Emaii: dwinterburn@ema.gov.au 

Australian Disaster Information 
Management workshop 
The Australian Disaster lnformation Management 
workshop was heldfrom6-8November2OOOwithmany 
representatives from a wide range of organisations. The 
workshop considered issues such asdisaster information 
needs, benefits of a greater information capability and 
disaster information networking, some ofthe restraining 
forces, strategicobjectives, possible actions, and resource 
implications. An- 
~orfurther inforrnat i~1;~r i t ; lct :  
Jonathan Abraha s 
Phone: 02 626&219 
Email: jab6hams@ema.gov.au 

\ I 
National 200XSafer Communities Award \s '. I 
~o l l ow in~ thesuccesso f the~~ura l~a fe r  ~ o m m u n i t i e v  
Awardsin 2000, planning is nowuqferway forthe 2001 
Awards. EMA is making arrangements to refine some 
elementsofthe Awardswith a launch scheduledfor late 

Territory judging will proceed 

attracting a higher 
date for proposals for Financial ~ea;2001/2002 project emergency management, vol 'nteer, local go 
funding is 28 February 2001. r a n h a t e Y t e r p r i s e s e c t o r s .  yw4 
For further information contact: 
Rob Cameron 
Phone: 02 6266 5408 
Email: projects@ema.gov.au 

for further 
Tom Parkes 
Phone: 02 6248 97.44 
Email: awards@~ma.gov.au 

International Year of thevolunteer / ~ D I N ~ O O I  U ~ d a t e  I--. 
\ 1. 

It is estimated that there are over 500.000 volunteers PreparationfoptheGlobal ~ystefl&hJrmation Network 
registered with Australian emergency service organi- Confeence (GDIN200?)is progressihg well. This is a i 
sations. Without them the emergency management 
sector could not function effectively. The year 2001 has Conferenc 
beendeclared thelnternationalYearoftheVolunteer (IYV) 
and provides a unique opportunity to recognise the 
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information management and is expected to attract up 
to 200 delegates from a range of areas within Australia 
and overseas.The Conference registration form and 
program can be found a t  the GDlN2OOl website: 
www.ema.gov.au/gdin/index.html. An advertisement 
appears in this issue of AJEM. 

For furtherinformation contact: . 
Greg McKenzie Smith 
Phone: 02 6266 5317 
Email: gdin@ema.gov.au 

AEMl Program of activitiesfor March - 
June 2001 
AEMI has reviewed the Program of Activitiesforthe first 
halfof2001 andasa resultthere have beena numberof 
changes to the program, including additions and 
substitution ofactivities. Theaccompanying table outlines 
the residential activities with the changes highlighted. 
Please note that only the National Studies Program (NSP) 
activities that have been programmed are included, no 
extensionsappearon thetableand that,in responsetoa 
number of requests from clients, we will conduct a 
numberof Evacuation Managementcourses. 

5-9 March 2001 Recovery Management 
12-16 March 2001 Evacuation Management 
19-21 Mar 2001 Emergency Management of 

Australia's Cultural and Linguistic 
Diversity (NSP) 

26-30 Mar 2001 Exercise Management 

Workshop 
Senior Executives Emergency 
Management Briefing 

EMOProgramCourse 1 

ReintroductJondf Evacuation Management 
The 3 YI da&reditec/course in Evacuation Management 

included inlthe Program of Activities in March 
2001. Th a m  of this course is to enable 

participants tocontrj g ute to the selection and implemen- 
$tlon of evacuatioA as an intervention strategy. Upon 
ccqmpletlon ofthebourse participantsshould be able to: 

{he key issuesin planning an evacuation 

issues in making a decision whether 

hikw\(opics in this course are related to the issues 
invol &in the five phasesof evacuation, that is: 

D 2 ision toevacuate; Warning; Withdrawal;Shelter; 

Emergency Management Officers' 
professional development program 
The new program consists ofthreecourses and is designed 
for newly appointed Emergency Management Officers 
(EMO's) with significant emergency/disaster management 
responsibilities. These may work in SES, emergency 
managementorganisationsor havesignificantemergency 
management duties in other organisations. 

The purpose of the program is to provide a compre- 
hensive package to supporttheinitial roleand function 
of newly appointed EMUS and to provide the EMO's with 
sufficient skillsand knowledge toenable them to facilitate 
and support emergency management within their 
communities. Upon completion of this program, 
participants should beableto: 

apply emergency management concepts, principles 
and arrangements 
apply emergency management toolsand skills 
apply management principles, knowledgeand skills 
in emergency management contexts 
display appropriateattitudes,values and behaviours 

The program consists ofthree two-weekcourses:Course 
1, Course 2 and Course 3. Course 2 comprises of an 
Understanding Emergency Risk Management (UERM) 
course and an lmplementing Emergency Risk Manage- 
ment (Implementing ERM) course. It is expected that 
persons nominatingforthe program willmakethemselves 
availabletoattend all threecourses in theprogram,aswell 
as completing the associated assignment and project 
work. One program hascommenced and the next EM0 
Program has been timetabled for: 

Course 1:6-18 May 2001; Course2 15-26 October 2001; 
Course3: 18 February- 1 March 2002. 

AEMl Program of Activitiesforthe 
Financial Year 200112002 
The Program of Activities and details about courses can 
be accessed via EMA website a t  wwwemo.gov.ou, or via 
The AEMl Handbook, which will be available from the 
beginning ofApril.TheHandbook isobtainablefrom AEMl 
orthe nominating authorities. 

New Activities at AEMl 
Next financial year (2000/2001) AEMl will be offering 2 
new courses. They are: 

Response and Recovery Planning 
Emergency Management for Local Government 

The accredited Emergency Coordination Centre Manage- 
ment will again beoffered,as well as the following: 

Understanding ERM 
lmplementing ERM 
ExerciseManagement 
Evacuation Management 
RecoveryManagement 
Management of Civil Defence Operations 
Consequence Management to CBlRE Emergencies 
Emergency Management Officers' Program 

For more information on courses contact: 
Judy Parker 
Phone: 03 5421 5288, Fax: 03 5421 5272 
email:jparker@ema.gov.au 



National Studies program 200012001 
The following are reponson the status of threeactivities 
that comeunderthe National Studies Program banner. 

Community Safety - Towards a safer community 

AEMl is hostingaseriesofworkshopsonCommunity Safety. 
The aim of these is to develop a bener understanding of 
the ways in which Emergency Management can contri- 
bute to Community Safety. Participants will include 
Emergency Managers, representativesfrom local govern- 
mentand other policy areas including health,crime/injury 
prevention,communitydevelopmentandenvironmental 
health. Outputs from the workshop include a set of 
principles and strategies for integrating Emergency 
Management into local government practices. The first 
was held at AEMl on the 12& 13 of December. Twoothers 
will be held in March and May 2001. 

Formore information contact: 

MarkScillio,Senior Education Officer,AEMl 
Phone: 03 5421 5292, Fax: 03 5421 5272 
Email: mscillio@ema.gov.au 

Emergency Management for Australia's Non-English 
Speaking Badgmundcommun~:~'dents andvisitors 

Emergency Management Australia in conjunction with 
the National Police Ethnic Advisoly Bureau and Kangan 
Batman TAFE will be conducting a workshop titled 
Emergency Management for Australia's Non-English 
Speaking Background Community: Residents and Visitors 
from lYh March to 21" March 2001. The venue will be 
the Australian Emergency Management Institute Mt 
~acedon~ictoria.~heworksho~will b e s t r u c t u r e d a r d  

Formore information contact: 

email:lmitchell@ema.govau 

Commonwealth and Statenerritory government 
departments on thecostsand effectivenessofflood 
disaster mitigation projectsand programs; and, 
Information for the publication ofa Working Paper by 
the BTE that examines thecostsand effectiveness of 
Rood disaster mitigation measures. 

The expected outcome of the National Study Program 
workshops is a significant contribution to thecapacity of 
Commonwealth and StatelTerritory government depart- 
ments to assess the potential effectiveness of disaster 
mitigation projects and consequently more effective 
allocation of government expenditure. 

All those wishing to participate in this vital work are urged 
to contact: 

Peter Koob,Senior Education Officer, AEMI 
Phone: 03 5421 5283, Fax: 03 5421 5272 
email: pkoob@ema.gov.au 

School education resources 
Swirling Winds, Dry EoSh 

Avaluable resourcedeveloped,as part ofthe International 
Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction,for middle school 
when teaching about hazards,weather,orspecifically on 
cyclones and droughts. 

Desioned with inauirv-based learnina activities to h e l ~  - . , - 
understanding 

Each section looks a t  

responses. A wide range of 
Measuring the performance of disaster mitigation statistical data, photographs 
projects 

It is available through: 
Considerable resources are invested in risk reduction 
(disastermitigation) measures by all levelsofgovernment. 
Thereare few Australian examplesofthemeasurement 
of the effectiveness, efficiency or appropriateness of 
these measures. without these;it isdifficult to assess Happen 
merit of such measures. 

The Commonwealth Department of Transport 
Regional Services ( 


