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The total flood warning system: a 
review of the concept  

Introduction 

Early warning systems are designed to save lives 

Guidance provided in the 

in Australia

and are one of ‘a range of measures to reduce 

guide as having a ‘medium’ capacity to address 
safety risks and a ‘low’ capacity to address 

The Australian Government has provided guidance 

systems. It introduced the concept of the ‘total 

The lead document for the development of the 
 

of the message that will warn people of 

from the agencies involved.

6. 
of the system with a view to improving its 
performance.

and emergency management professionals. The 

use of this content can be 
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consultants they commission. The 

Technical legitimacy

Technical monitoring and warning service.

‘Technical monitoring and warning service’ aligns with 

Holistic ideal 

emergency management planning

river level gauges

6. 

Flood warning is an integral part of emergency management 

to triggers such as stream gauge heights.

Monitoring and prediction
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Interpretation

Message construction

Communication

Protective behaviour

Review
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safe responses.

system.

et al
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systems are reviewed regularly to ensure all components are 

Conclusion
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