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Letters to the Editor

M a rtin  H illyer  B ryant 
Lakeshore Law Chambers 2122  
Lakeshore Road, O ntario ,
Canada L 7R  1A 3

M a y  29,1996  

Dear Editor,

l a m  delighted  to be receiving the A P L A  U pdate 
on a regular basis and  m u s t say I  enjoyed the 
M a rch /A p ril issue fo r  a variety o f reasons.

A sid e  fro m  the delig h tfu l article en titled  " The 
Erotics o f  Personal In ju ry  L a w ", I  w as pleased to 
see that counsel "dow n under" on behalf o f  injured  
people face exactly  the sam e problems w e're fa c in g  
here in Canada. B y the looks o f the w ork reported 
in the A P L A  U pdate, y o u r  Bar appears to be 
progressively and aggressively pu rsu in g  the rights 
o f accident victim s.

I  th o u g h t  E d w a r d  M y e r s  a r t ic le  e n t i t le d  
" E x a m in a t io n  by th e  D e fe n d a n ts ' M e d ic a l  
E xp ert"  was qu ite in form ative and I in tend  to use 
som e o f  the caselaw in it on sim ilar attacks on the 
defendan ts ' medical expert in Canada.

The defendant's medical exam ination in Canada 
is called an "IM E " w hich is supposed to mean  
" in d e p e n d e n t m edical ex a m in a tio n "  how ever, 
your experience in A ustralia  appears to be the same 
as ours and knowledgeable m em bers o f the Bar in 
th is c o u n tr y  call the IM E  "In su ra n ce  M o n e y  
E xchange".

Your inclusion o f Charles S im kins's article entitled  
"T h e  M e c h a n ism  o f  T ra u m a tic  B ra in  In ju r y  
R esu ltin g  fro m  Rear E nd  Car C rashes" is very  
helpful to m e and Charles is well know n  to us here 
in Canada.

A ll  in all, I  ju s t  w anted  to let you  know  that I 
really enjoyed the A P L A  Update as it made me 
realize how  sm all the w orld is becoming. W e m ay  
be m iles apart however, w e're all fig h tin g  the same 
battles fo r  the innocen t accident v ic tim s o f  our 
respective countries.

Keep up  the good work.

Yours tru ly ,

H . Bruce T. H illyer  
P resident,
Canadian Trial Lawyers A ssociation  (C T L A )

APLA National Conference 
17-20 October 1996
S h e ra to n  N o o sa  R e s o r t

APLA is hosting its Inaugural National Conference 
in Noosa this October. The program will feature 
leading edge litigation topics presented by experts 
from throughout the country. Speakers from the 
A ssociation o f Trial Lawyers o f Am erica and 
Association of Personal Injury Lawyers (UK) have 
also been invited to present papers.

The formal program will be issued in late July. 
Sessions include medico-legal matters, procedural 
issues, occupiers’ and product liability problems and 
managing a plaintiffs’ personal injury practice.

A welcome reception will be held on Thursday 
evening 17 October and sessions will commence 
on Friday morning and conclude on Saturday 
evening. A conference dinner will be held on Friday 
night. The APLA Annual General Meeting will be 
held on Sunday morning.

A number of special interest groups and litigation 
groups will hold m eetings concurrently. These 
include the Tobacco Litigation, Medical Negligence 
and Breast Implant Litigation groups.

The conference will provide members with an up to 
the minute briefing on all vital personal injury litigation 
issues and an invaluable interaction and information 
sharing with other members throughout Australia.

The registration fee is $595.00 for Members booking 
prior to 17 September or $695 for Members booking 
after this date. For Non-Members, the fee is $795.00 
prior to 17 September or $895 for Non-Members 
booking after this date.

As a bonus, Members booking by 17 August will 
go in the draw for a prize o f  2 free n ights  
accommodation in a Noosa View Room at Sheraton 
Noosa Resort (conditions apply).

A special conference rate o f $190.00 per room per 
night has been negotiated with the resort. Members 
should  be sure to m ake accom m odation  
arrangements early.

All conference enquiries should be directed to 
APLA’s Conference Organiser:

Jo h n  Peacock o r M ichael T rin idad ,
Yarran & Baxter,
PO Box 810,
Artarmon NSW 2064
Tel: (02) 9904 8200; Fax: (02) 411 8585

2


