Preface

This collection comprises 10 contemporary case studies based on recent
research carried out in the common law jurisdictions of Australia, Canada
and New Zealand. The collection is an important contribution to interna-
tional debate surrounding indigenous people’s rights, and the significance
of treaties and agreement-making, with an emphasis on location-specific
analysis of modern agreement-making practices and negotiations in those
countries.

The volume is intended to build upon previous work contained in the
collection Honour Among Nations? Treaties and Agreements with Indigenous
People (Melbourne University Press, 2004). The research is also comple-
mented by the online, Agreements, Treaties and Negotiating Settlements
Database (<www.atns.net.au>) which the editors established in 2003 as a
part of their broader indigenous treaties and agreements research.

This collection, the 2004 collection Honour Among Nations? and the
online database are all part of, and an important outcome from, a broader
Australian Research Council (ARC) and industry-funded research project,
‘Agreements, Treaties and Negotiated Settlements with Indigenous
Peoples in Settler States: Their Role and Relevance for Indigenous and
other Australians’. This ARC Linkage project was awarded to Professor
Marcia Langton, Foundation Chair of Australian Indigenous Studies at
The University of Melbourne; Professor Larissa Behrendt, Faculty of Law
and Jumbunna Indigenous House of Learning, The University of
Technology, Sydney; Associate Professor Maureen Tehan, Faculty of Law,
The University of Melbourne; and Dr Lisa Palmer, The University of
Melbourne.

We acknowledge the assistance, by way of grant, of the Australian
Research Council and acknowledge the support of our Industry Partner,
the Office of Indigenous Policy Coordination. The publication of this work
was also assisted by a publication grant from the University of Melbourne
as well as financial contributions from the Research and Graduate Studies
Committee of the Faculty of Arts; the School of Anthropology, Geography
and Environmental Studies; the Melbourne Law School; the Australian
Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies, the Minerals
Council of Australia, and from Rio Tinto Ltd. Rio Tinto Ltd has since
become an industry partner in the subsequent ARC Linkage grant on the
‘Implementation of Agreements and Treaties with Indigenous and Local
Peoples in Postcolonial States’, 2006-2008.

The collection has greatly benefited from the insightful comments of
Dr Mary Edmunds. We would like to thank Chandra Jayasuriya of the
School of Anthropology, Geography and Environmental Studies at The
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University of Melbourne for her work in producing the maps for this
publication. We also thank the National Native Title Tribunal in Perth for
supplying information for this purpose.

We thank the following research assistants for their invaluable work
in the preparation of draft chapters for publication: Merelle DuVé, Sze-
Beng Tang, Ruth Shann and Sarah Bitcon. We also thank Trisha
Valliappan and Kathy Fitzhenry of The Federation Press for their assis-
tance with the publication of this book.

We acknowledge the generosity of all those who assisted with and
participated in our research for this book.

Finally we would like to thank The Hon Sir Gerard Brennan for
generously agreeing to write the Foreword for this collection.

The Editors
October 2006



