Introduction

HOMOPHOBIA:
TOWARDS AN AUSTRALIAN HISTORY

SHIRLEENE ROBINSON

Early one December morning in 2007, after spending an evening at
a local nightclub, Craig Gee and his partner Shane Brennan walked
along Sydney’s Crown Street. They held hands, feeling secure in
doing so. Both men were local residents familiar with the area.
Crown Street is located only blocks away from Oxford Street, an
area known to many as Sydney’s ‘golden gay mile’. This walk
home though, turned out very differently to any other. Four
men set upon them suddenly, yelling ‘Give us your money you
fucking faggots’. In the vicious physical attack that followed, both
Craig and Shane were seriously wounded. Craig was particularly
severely injured. One of the assailants stamped on his face, break-
ing his eye socket in three places and reducing part of his skull to
powder. One of his legs was also broken. He has since had to
undergo reconstructive facial surgery and cannot remember the
assault. Shane was left with a feeling of helplessness, both as a
result of the violence, and the ensuing trauma of witnessing his
partner’s difficult recovery. The physical impact of the attack was
compounded four days later, when one of the assailants used
Craig’s stolen phone to call his mother, telling her “We killed your
faggot son’.!

In the aftermath of the attack, Craig and Shane attempted to
report the violence at the Surry Hills police station, but found that
the police discouraged them from making a formal statement.
Craig believed that the police were reluctant to investigate any
leads or to use any security camera footage that may have taped
the attack.? Since the bashing, Craig has suffered nightmares,
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and reinforce control and mastery over others. It diverts energy away
from more constructive endeavours.*

The Australian GLTBIQ community has made significant strides
towards equality over the past 30 years. Recent polls have shown
that increasing numbers of Australians view homophobia as a
destructive blight on our social fabric. If this prejudice is to be
eradicated, a full awareness of its historic development and expres-
sion is necessary. It is hoped that the current collection can aid in
developing such an awareness, and by demonstrating the histo-
rical extent of homophobia and the impact of anti-homosexual
beliefs, perhaps contribute to a more tolerant and open attitude
towards sexual difference. Moreover, as homophobia often tends
to be linked to sexism, it is hoped that this collection may also be
useful in providing some new insight into the historical develop-
ment and expression of this prejudice.®
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