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John de Vere Loder, 
Baron Wakehurst 

(8 April 1937 – 8 January 1946) 

Chris Cunneen 

“We really were the end of an era” wrote Lady Wakehurst in 19891 and 
indeed they were. Her husband, in office during the whole of World War 
II, was the last of the British Governors of New South Wales.2 

Birth, education and war service 

John Loder had been born on 5 February 1895 in London, son of Gerald 
Walter Erskine Loder,3 a wealthy barrister, railway magnate and Conser-
vative Member of the House of Commons. Gerald Loder’s lifelong passion 
was horticulture. In 1904 he purchased the Elizabethan and Jacobean 
mansion, Wakehurst House, at Ardingly in Sussex, where he could 
indulge his interest in gardening. Wakehurst Place became famous for its 
rhododendrons and rare shrubs and trees and Gerald became president 
of the Royal Horticultural and Royal Arboricultural societies. When rais-
ed to the peerage in 1934, he became First Baron Wakehurst of Ardingly.  

John’s mother, though lacking wealth of her own, had a long aristo-
cratic lineage. She was Lady Louise de Vere Beauclerk, daughter of the 
tenth Duke of St Albans and was close to Queen Victoria, who allowed 
young John to be christened in the Chapel Royal at St James’s Palace. An 
only son with four sisters, he was educated at Eton College, where he 
excelled at history and languages, especially French and German, and en-
joyed acting. Although his autocratic, bad tempered father and eccentric, 
overprotective mother did not allow him to participate in team sports, he 
enjoyed cricket and tennis and was a good golfer, eventually attaining a 
handicap of eight. 
 Young Loder holidayed in Germany for four months in 1913. Back at 
Eton in 1914, he intended to go to Trinity College, Cambridge, but World 
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was that of mental health. In 1959 she founded the Northern Ireland Asso-
ciation for Mental Health, with headquarters in Belfast in Beacon House. 
 On their return to England in November 1964 Wakehurst was a 
trustee of the Royal Opera House, Covent Garden and a Governor of the 
Royal Ballet He was also active in the English Speaking Union, and regu-
larly visited the United States. 
 Wakehurst died on 30 October 1970 at his home at Chelsea, London. 
Lady Wakehurst, appointed DBE in 1964, was involved in British 
charitable organisations and continued to be active in the field of mental 
health, being president of the National Schizophrenia Fellowship until 
1984. In addition, from 1958 to 1978 she was vice-president of the Royal 
College of Nursing. Survived by their daughter and three sons, she died 
on 19 August 1994. 
 Active, popular and careful to avoid any evidence of partisanship  
in local politics, but firmly standing for the central symbolic authority  
of Britain, Lord Wakehurst was a notable example of a British Gover- 
nor. Lady Wakehurst was an outstanding Viceregal consort. It was not 
through any failure in their performance of their roles that the Australian 
Labor Party had long before decided that an Australian should represent 
the Crown in New South Wales.  
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