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The suggestion that the Commonwealth could become a republic
while one or more States retained their present monarchical arrange-
ments has provoked some colourful responses, to say the least. That
situation has been described as a ‘constitutional monstrosity’,' a
‘constitutional aberration’,? ‘bizarre and ludicrous’,* ‘simply absurd’,*
‘incongruous and certainly not ideal’,” “anomalous at the very least’®
and ‘admittedly somewhat untidy’.” Nevertheless, the prevailing
view amongst constitutional scholars has been that at least as a matter
of constitutional theory it would be possible to have monarchical
States in a Commonwealth republic.® That was also the conclusion
reached by the Republic Advisory Committee chaired by Malcolm
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