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Chapter summary

This chapter focuses on the economic and social rights of people with disabil-
ity, such as access to resources and participation in employment or civic
society. These are the spheres in which social workers are most commonly
found, and which in Australia have had few legal safeguards. The chapter
provides a brief review of the legal context of social work practice in the areas
of disability services, anti-discrimination and decision-making. The later part
of the chapter focuses on the potential implications of the National Disability
Insurance Scheme Act 2013 (Cth), both for the rights of people with disability
and for social workers, as the scheme that commenced on 1 July 2013 is
progressively implemented across Australia. The chapter concentrates on
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Melbourne <http:/ /arrow latrobe.edu.au:8080/vital/access/ manager/Repository/
latrobe:34255>.

Carney, T and Beaupert, F, 2013, ‘Public and private bricolage - challenges balancing
law, services and civil society in advancing CRPD supported decision making’, 36(1)
UNSW Law Review 175-201.

Rioux, M, Basser, L and Jones, M, 2011, Critical Perspectives on Human Rights and Disability
Law, Martinus Nijhoff, Leiden and Boston <www.brill.nl/critical-perspectives-
human-rights-and-disability-law>.

United Nations Enable, 1982, World program of action concerning disabled persons <http://
www.un.org/ disabilities/ default.asp?id=23>.

United Nations Enable, 1993, Standard rules on the equalisation of opportunities for persons
with disabilities <http:/ /www.un.org/esa/socdev/enable/dissre00.htm>.

Websites

No claim is made as to the accuracy or authenticity of the content of the sites
suggested in this chapter. Site addresses change — if the address is no longer accurate,
search using the title of the organisation concerned.

ABC Radio National, Big Ideas Podcast, 22 October 2012, ‘ Adult Guardianship: Autonomy
v protection” <http:/ /www.abc.net.au/radionational / programs/bigideas/big-ideas-
22-october-2012/4320786>

ABC Radio National, The Law Report, ‘Disability Discrimination Act 20 years on’ <http://
www.abc.net.au/radionational / programs/drive/ the-disability-discrimination-
act-20-years-on/4546044>

Administrative Appeals Tribunal <www.aat.gov.au>

Australian legislation (State and Commonwealth) can be found at AustLII <www.austlii.
edu.au>

NDIS <http:/ /www.ndis.gov.au/about-us>
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Notes

See <www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/crpd/pages/crpdindex.aspx>.

See <www.treatybodywebcast.org/category/webcast-archives/crpd/>.

See <www.publicadvocate.vic.gov.au/services/108/>.

See <http:/ /everyaustraliancounts.com.au/>.

See <www.aat.gov.au/ AATDecisions.htm>.

At the time of writing the Australian Law Reform Commission is undertaking
a review of equal recognition before the law and legal capacity for people with
disabilities, which will consider issues of supported decision-making and whether
there is need for change in the NDIS legislation on this issue. See <http://www.
alrc.gov.au/sites/default/files/ pdfs/publications/whole_ip_44.pdf>.
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