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The Death of Reza Barati and the Violence 
of Australian Border Policing

Michael Grewcock

Introduction

violent assault inside the Manus Island Regional Processing Centre in Papua 

by a crack on the left side of his skull … He also had facial abrasions and knocks 

abrasions, fractures, soft tissue injuries, contusions, sprains, dental trauma, 
-

tion and haematomas’.1

detainees. Moreover, initial statements by Australia’s Minister for Immigration 

about the neglected topic of state violence and the criminogenic nature of 

2011), the chapter argues that Barati’s death occurred as a result of the insti-

10 June 2014.

Australian Violence.indb   142 22/08/2016   4:13:46 PM



This is a preview. Not all pages are shown.



157

THE DEATH OF REZA BARATI AND THE VIOLENCE OF AUSTRALIAN BORDER POLICING

References

Amnesty International, 2013, This is Breaking People: Human Rights Violations 
at Australia’s Asylum Seeker Processing Centre on Manus Island, Papua New 
Guinea 

Arendt, H, 1994, Eichmann in Jerusalem Penguin, Melbourne.
Australian Human Rights Commission (AHRC), 2014, 

National Inquiry into Children in Immigration Detention 
-

Cochrane, L, 2014a, 29 May, ‘Senior PNG Policeman Blasts Australian Report 
into Manus Riot’ The World Today, -

for Wanted Expats’ ABC News 

Cohen, S, 2001, States of Denial Polity Press, Cambridge.
Cornall, R, 2014, 

Island Regional Processing Centre 

Calls for Royal Commission’ The Guardian

Galtung, J, 1969, ‘Violence, Peace and Peace Research’ 6 Journal of Peace Research 
3, 167-191.

Sydney Morning Herald

Green, P and Ward, T, 2004, State Crime: Governments, Violence and Corruption 
Pluto Press, London.

Border Crimes: Australia’s War on Illicit Migrants Institute of 
Criminology Press, Sydney.

in Stanley, E and McCulloch, J (eds), State Crime and Resistance Routledge, 
Abingdon, 54-67.

M, O’Brien, E and Tauri, J (eds), Crime, Justice and Social Democracy Palgrave 
Macmillan, Basingstoke, 327-343.

Labor, 2007-2013’ 3(1) State Crime 102-125.

Australian Violence.indb   157 22/08/2016   4:13:47 PM



158

AUSTRALIAN VIOLENCE

Sydney Morning Herald 

Isaacs, M, 2014, The Undesirables: Inside Nauru Hardie Grant Books, Melbourne.
New Matilda 

The Guardian 

Morrison MP, S, 2014, 22 February, ‘Manus Island Update’ Media Release 

Pickering, S, 2005, Refugees and State Crime Federation Press, Sydney.
Refugee Action Coalition (RAC), 2014, 30 January, ‘Asylum Seekers on Manus 

Island Begin Protests’ Media Release 
Riemer, N, 2014, 15 July, ‘There’s No Evidence to Prove Asylum Seeker 

The Guardian 

ABC 
News  

Weber, L and Pickering, S, 2011, Globalization and Borders: Death at the Global 
Frontier Palgrave Macmillan, Basingstoke.

Cases

Al Kateb v Godwin (2004) 208 ALR 124
Behrooz v Secretary (2004) 208 ALR 271
Belden Norman Namah MP v Rimbink Pato MP, National Executive Council and 

the Independent State of Papua New Guinea (unreported, SCA, No 84 of 2013, 

Australian Violence.indb   158 22/08/2016   4:13:47 PM


