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Introduction
There has been a marked decline in violence in most advanced countries in 
recent decades (Goldberger & Rosenfeld 2008). This development could be 

-

of violence (Australian Institute of Criminology 2013a, 2013b). For example, 

Australian rates of self-reported violent victimisation are consistently in the 
-

Smit 2007). Additional evidence suggests that rates of assault have risen by an 

crimes have declined (Australian Institute of Criminology 2010).
Violence is not randomly distributed, but instead concentrates in particu-

lar types of places. In Australia, as is the case in many developed, Western 
countries, higher rates of violence occur in communities characterised by 

increasing one’s exposure to violence and victimisation (Bingenheimer, 

that undermines the capacity to come together to resolve local problems, 

2006). 
In Australia, several cross-sectional studies demonstrate the strong 

Wickes & McBroom 2010; Vinson & Homel 1975; Weatherburn & Lind 2001). 

time. We argue a longitudinal approach is necessary to not only identify the 
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There is every likelihood that many CTC and related initiatives have 
increased levels of community cohesion and trust as a simple function of their 

remains to be done. Such research should include, in a longitudinal design, 

factors, coalition functioning, and impacts on community social cohesion and 
trust and rates of violence. 

-
ment and crime prevention initiatives in disadvantaged, socially disorganised 
communities is not at all encouraging (Homel & McGee 2012; Wickes in press). 
This long history of failure leads us to temper our cautious optimism about 

capacity of communi-

of our analyses and even more in the light of recent advances in prevention 

combine the best insights from both collaborative community action research 
and prevention science (Weissberg & Greenberg 1998), using a community 

prevention, using CTC
a similar model, holds the promise of taking community prevention research 

communities. Such endeavours also hold the key to identifying both the critical 

of violence in Australian suburbs.
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