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Women in ‘Rural’ Practice:  
Opportunities, Challenges and Strategies to Thrive

Trish Mundy

Introduction
Women formally won the right to entry into the legal profession in the early 
part of the 1900s. Victoria was the first state to remove legal barriers to women’s 
entry in 1903 and the last was Western Australia in 1923.1 Notwithstanding 
the removal of formal barriers, significant informal barriers continued for 
some time after, such that up until the 1970s less than 20 per cent of all law 
graduates were women.2 The 1970s and 1980s saw a substantial increase in 
numbers and today women represent 62.3 per cent of all law graduates,3  
50.1 per cent of practising solicitors4 and around 20 to 26 per cent of the 
Australian bar, depending on the particular state or territory.5 Despite this 
considerable increase, many challenges to women’s full participation in the 
legal profession persist. Women’s work in the legal profession continues to be 
characterised by segmentation, and a range of discriminatory practices and 
gender stereotyping that operate to hold women back from career progression, 
and leading to much higher rates of attrition compared to men.
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