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About the Contributors

Meredith Blake is Associate Professor at the School of Law at the University of Western 
Australia and is currently Deputy Head (Students) of the Law School. She has taught 
and researched in the areas of health law and criminal law for over 15 years, with an 
emphasis on the law and ethics of end-of-life decision-making, consent to health care 
treatment and elder law. Meredith has been a member of the UWA Human Research 
Ethics Committee for several years, is a Board member of the Mental Health Law 
Centre (WA) and is a convenor of the Australian Research Network on Law and Ageing. 
Meredith is the co-author (with Sonia Allan) of The Patient and the Practitioner: Health 
Law and Ethics in Australia (LexisNexis, 2014) and the co-author (with John Devereux) 
of Criminal Law in Queensland and Western Australia (LexisNexis, 2016).

Ruanne Brell is a senior solicitor and medico-legal adviser at Avant Mutual. She also 
regularly writes on medico-legal issues for internal and external publications and for 
the Australian Health Law Bulletin. She is a co-author (with Bill Madden and Janine 
McIlwraith) of The National Disability Insurance Scheme Handbook (LexisNexis, 2013) and 
has given a number of presentations about the National Disability Insurance Scheme 
at various medical and legal conferences.

John Chesterman is Victoria’s Deputy Public Advocate. Before joining the Office of 
the Public Advocate in 2009, John lectured in politics for more than eight years at the 
University of Melbourne. A Churchill Fellowship recipient, John’s previous books 
include (as co-author with Louise Chappell and Lisa Hill) The Politics of Human Rights 
in Australia (Cambridge University Press, 2009).

Peteris Darzins is a geriatrician and an epidemiologist. He trained in medicine at 
Flinders University of South Australia, and as an epidemiologist in Newcastle, in 
New South Wales, and then worked in Canada, at McMaster University. In 2009 he 
became Professor of Geriatric Medicine at Monash University and Director of Geriatric 
Medicine at Eastern Health, where he works in clinical practice as a geriatrician, and 
also has research, teaching, and senior management roles. His research interests are 
principally of health service research, including core clinical issues such as delirium 
and polypharmacy, and medico-legal matters such as elder abuse and the assessment 
of decision-making capacity.

Sue Field is an Adjunct Associate Professor at Western Sydney University where for 
the past 14 years she has taught elder law to undergraduate law students. Sue is also 
an Adjunct Associate Professor at Charles Sturt University, a Lead Investigator with 
the Cognitive Decline Partnership Centre and a Research Fellow at the University of 
Western Australia. Sue has published widely and presented at many international and 
national events.
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Brian Herd is an ageing and passionate partner with the Brisbane law firm, CRH Law. 
He practises in elder law or law relating to older people and is regarded as one of 
Australia’s leading lawyers in this important area of life and law. He is Deputy Chair 
of the Queensland Law Society’s Elder Law Committee, a member of the Law Council 
of Australia’s Elder Law and Succession Committee, and an international member of 
the National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys of America. For three years in a row, 
Brian has been named one of Australia’s ‘Best Lawyers in Seniors and Retirement law’ 
and by Doyle’s Guide as one of only three pre-eminent lawyers in Queensland in the 
area of health and aged care.

Sean McCarthy is Director and Principal Lawyer of McCarthy Commercial and 
Construction Lawyers in Melbourne. His background is primarily in contract law, 
providing individuals and organisations with advice on drafting suitable commercial 
terms and risk. Since 2013, he has applied that expertise to matters of elder law, 
particularly village contracts.

Janine McIlwraith is a Principal Lawyer with Slater & Gordon. She has worked 
almost exclusively in the health and medical law arena over the last 15 years. She 
has co-authored two prominent medical law texts, Health Care and the Law (Thomson 
Reuters, 4th, 5th and 6th editions) and Australian Medical Liability (LexisNexis, 1st 
and 2nd editions). In addition, Janine co-authored The National Disability Insurance 
Scheme Handbook (LexisNexis, 2013) and has written and edited a number of chapters 
for Halsbury’s Laws of Australia (LexisNexis). She has taught medical and health law 
subjects at various universities and is an Adjunct Associate Professor in the Faculty 
of Law at the University of New England.

Bill Madden is a lawyer in private practice with Carroll & O’Dea Lawyers and a 
Fellow of the Australian Academy of Law. He has adjunct appointments in both the 
law and medical schools at Western Sydney University, in the Australian Centre for 
Health Law Research at Queensland University of Technology and in the Melbourne 
Law Masters program at the University of Melbourne. His blog at https://billmaddens.
wordpress.com includes updates on the National Disability Insurance Scheme.

Julia Monahan was admitted to practise as a solicitor in 2014 and joined her father 
Robert at Monahan Estate Planning. Before 2014, Julia worked as a legal officer for 
seven years with the New South Wales Department of Attorney General and Justice, 
primarily in the area of restorative justice. Julia shares her father’s passion for wills 
and estate law and is developing her own expertise in this area of law.

Robert Monahan was admitted to practise as a solicitor in 1976. Robert has been 
accredited by the Law Society of New South Wales since 1998 as a specialist in the 
area of wills and estate law. Robert has extensive experience in both private legal 
practice and in the financial services industry. He is the principal lawyer of the firm 
Monahan Estate Planning. Robert is a regular speaker on estate planning at seminars 
for lawyers, accountants and financial advisors and has authored a number of books 
and articles relating to estate planning.
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Michael Perkins is the Head of the Private Client Practice of Nexus Law Group and 
is based in Sydney, Australia. Michael is a third-generation private client lawyer, who 
helps his clients and families with the management, preservation and succession of 
their business and other estate interests.

Carolyn Sappideen is Professor of Law at Western Sydney University. She has 
published widely in torts law with leading text Torts: Commentary and Materials now 
in its 12th edition (Thomson Reuters, 2016) and as chapter contributor and co-editor 
of Fleming’s The Law of Torts (Thomson Reuters, 10th ed, 2011). She has also published 
numerous peer-reviewed articles in the field of law and medicine. Carolyn is a lead-
ing authority on employment law and has been the lead author of Macken’s Law of 
Employment from its 1st edition in 1978 to its current 8th edition in 2016 (published by 
Thomson Reuters). Together with Sue Field, she has established and is the co-editor 
of the Elder Law Review at Western Sydney University and has continuing research 
interests in elder law. The School of Law at Western Sydney University was the first 
Australian law school to develop and teach the unit ‘Elder Law’.

Anita Smith is a member of the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal, the 
immediate past-President of the Tasmanian Guardianship and Administration Board 
and was the Chair of the Australian Guardianship and Administration Council for 
many years. Anita has regularly presented at national and international conferences 
and published in national and international journals regarding guardianship and 
administration and elder law issues.

Teresa Somes graduated with degrees in Arts and Law from the Australian National 
University. She is currently undertaking her PhD through the University of South 
Australia, examining the legal position of the older person in an asset-for-care arrange-
ment. Teresa has presented her research at conferences in Australia and New Zealand, 
and has co-authored several articles with Professor Eileen Webb. Teresa is at present 
an Associate Lecturer at Macquarie University where she teaches equity and trusts, 
and property law.

Adam Steen is Professor of Professional Practice at Deakin University. His research 
has been published in leading international journals and is interdisciplinary, span-
ning accounting and finance, homelessness and welfare, corporate governance, 
international business, tourism and human resource management. He is a Fellow of 
CPA Australia and chairs the Academic Community of the Society of Trust and Estate 
Practitioners, a scholarly community of academics and practitioners who research in 
the areas of inter-generational wealth management. He has lectured internationally 
and conducted consulting assignments for the Australian Government, the World 
Bank, the Government of Indonesia and other local and global organisations.

Cameron Stewart is Pro Dean at Sydney Law School, co-Director of the Centre for 
Health Governance, Law and Ethics (CHGLE) and an associate of the Centre for Values, 
Ethics and the Law in Medicine, Sydney Medical School (VELIM). He has degrees in 
economics, law and jurisprudence. His previous appointment was at Macquarie Law 
School, where he spent 10 years, the last of which as Dean. He was the Acting President 
of the Australian and New Zealand Institute of Health Law and Ethics from 2008 
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to 2010 and was the Vice-President of the Australasian Association of Bioethics and 
Health Law from 2010 to 2013.

Jim Taggart OAM has over 30 years of board-level experience across the public, 
private (financial planning, investment, development) and community (church, local 
area support and fundraising) sectors. He established the Taggart Group Financial 
Services Advising Business and was awarded the Financial Advisor of the Year from 
the Association of Financial Advisers. He has served on the audit/governance commit-
tees for various western Sydney councils. He is also an Investment Board Member 
for the Parramatta Diocese. His other roles include Chairman of the Association of 
Financial Advisors for Australia and Assistant Secretary (two years as Australian 
representative) with the Premier Association of Financial Services for Asia. He was 
awarded the OAM for services to the community.

Ray Ward was admitted as a solicitor in 1974 and practised both as a sole practitioner 
and a partner in medium-sized firms until 2013 when he joined Lawcover in the role 
of a practice management consultant. He retired in 2016. Ray practised extensively in 
elder law, particularly in estate planning and estate administration. He was a member 
of the New South Wales Law Society Elder Law and Succession Committee from 2006 
until he retired in 2016. Ray regularly presented seminars, workshops and webinars 
on various aspects of elder law for the Law Society of New South Wales, The College 
of Law and Lawcover.

Eileen Webb is a Professor in the Curtin Law School. She is the Director of the 
Consumer Law and Small Business Law Discipline and has introduced the elder law 
program. She teaches and researches in real property law, particularly housing and 
tenancy law, competition and consumer law (including small business law) and elder 
law. In August 2017, Eileen was appointed to the Law Reform Commission of Western 
Australia.

Karen Williams is a lawyer with over 10 years’ experience appearing before tribu-
nals with matters concerning a person’s decision-making capacity. She manages a 
guardianship team for Aged and Disability Advocacy Australia. Karen currently 
chairs the Health and Disability Committee for the Queensland Law Society. She has 
also worked as a social worker for 20 years in metropolitan and rural mental health 
services, including emergency, and mental health. She won a National Disability 
Advocacy Award in 2015.


