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Sukhwant Singh

...rumour has it he campaigned for 

the inclusion of the ‘A PLA  turban* in 

A PLA ’s range of merchandise”

in f lu e n c e s  in  h is  life : “It is  ar. e n tire ly  

d if fe re n t  s o c ie ty  to  S in g a p o r e ’s ” h e  say s , 

“fo r  th e  first t im e  1 re a lly  u n d e r s to o d  th e  

s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  th e  ru le  o f  law .”

A n d  it w o u ld  s e e m  A u stra lia  h a s  

h a d  a d if fe re n t  in f lu e n c e  a g a in . 1 m o v e d  

to  P e rth  in  1 9 8 8 ,  b e c a u s e  1 p re ferred  th e  

W e s te r n  A u s tr a lia n  life s ty le . P e rth ’s th e  

b e s t  c ity  in  th e  w o r ld ,” h e  sa y s

O n  B e i n g  a  P l a i n t i f f  L a w y e r

O n  h is  a rr iv a l in  P e r th , S u k h w a n t 

in it ia lly  jo in e d  a larg e  c o m m e rc ia l  firm , 

h o w e v e r  in  1 9 9 0  h e  m o v e d  o  S m ith  

W ill ia m s o n  S in g h  S o lic ito r s . Today, as a 

p a r t n e r  a t F r ie d m a n  L u r ie  S in g h , 

S u k h w a n t ’s  c u r r e n t  a re a s  o f  p ra c tice  are  

p e r s o n a l in ju ry , e s ta te  su c c e s s io n  an d  

in te r n a tio n a l  law.

“It c a n  b e  a h a rd  s lo g  g e ttin g  a re su lt 

fo r  c l i e n t s  in  th is  e n v ir o n m e n t  o f  

in ju r e d -w o r k e r  a n d  c la im a n t  b a s h in g ,” 

s a y s  S u k h w a n t , “B u t th e  b est th in g  

a b o u t  b e in g  a p la in t if f  la w y e r  is p u s h in g  

th e  fr o n tie r s  to  n e w  law .”

L o u i s e  B e a r d  is th e  N ational Public
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S u k h w a n t  S in g h  is  r a t h e r  

u n iq u e . A n d  it ’s  n o t ju s t  th e  

fa ct th a t  h e  w e a rs  a tu r b a n  

( s o m e t h in g  S u k h w a n t  l is ts  as a 

“litt le  k n o w n  fa c t” a b o u t  h im ­

s e lf  - th o u g h  w e  w o u ld  b e g  to  d iffer, 

p a r t ic u la r ly  a s  r u m o u r  h a s  it h e  c a m ­

p a ig n e d  fo r th e  in c lu s io n  o f  th e  ‘A PL A  

t u r b a n ’ in  A P L A s ra n g e  o f  m e r c h a n d is e ) .  

S u k h w a n t  is  a ls o  A PL A s lo n g e s t  s t a n d ­

in g  B r a n c h  P r e s id e n t . H e h a s  p ra c tis e d  

law  in  th re e  d if fe r e n t  c o u n tr ie s ,  s p e a k s  

se v e ra l A sia n  la n g u a g e s , a n d  e n jo y s  l is ­

te n in g  to  th e  m u s ic  o f  J o h n  F a r n h a m .

S o  i f  th a t la s t  fa c t  h a s n ’t s c a r e d  y o u  

o ff, re a d  o n . ..

O n  H is  B a c k g r o u n d

S u k h w a n t  w a s  b o r n  in  S in g a p o re . 

A fte r  c o m p le t in g  h is  M a s te rs  d e g re e  at 

th e  U n iv e r s ity  o f  L o n d o n  in  1 9 8 2  h e  

p r a c t is e d  la w  in  b o t h  L o n d o n  a n d  

S in g a p o r e , in  th e  a re a s  of c o m m e r c e , 

b u i ld in g  a n d  c o n s t r u c t io n ,  c o m p a n y  

law , s h ip p in g  law , g e n e ra l a n d  m a r in e  

in s u r a n c e  an d  p u b l ic  an d  p riv a te  in te r ­

n a t io n a l  law.

S u k h w a n t  b e l ie v e s  l iv in g  in  

E n g la n d  w a s o n e  o f  th e  m o s t  s ig n if ic a n t

O n  A P L A

S u k h w a n t  h a s  b e e n  a m e m b e r  o f  

A P L A  s in c e  1 9 9 4  a n d  is th e  first (a n d  

c u r r e n t)  P re s id e n t  o f  th e  W A  B ran ch .

“I b e lie v e  A PL A s b ig g e s t  c h a lle n g e  is 

e n h a n c in g  th e  im a g e  o f  p la m t i f  la w y e rs  

-  a n d  I c o n s id e r  th is  to  b e  a b so lu te ly  

e s s e n t ia l ,” h e  say s . “In  1 0  y e a 's  t im e  I 

w o u ld  lik e  to  se e  A P L A  as a a o w e rfu l 

lo b b y  g ro u p  w ith  fe d e ra l m e m b e rs  o l 

P a r lia m e n t  as A P L A  m e m b e r ; a n d  a 

g o o d  p u b lic  im a g e .”

A n d  th e  b e s t  th in g  a b o u t b e in g  

A PLA s W A  B ra n c h  P re s id e n t?  ‘T h e  ro le  

a B r a n c h  P re s id e n t c a n  p la y  in  th e  lo b ­

b y in g  p r o c e s s , th e  re fo r m  o f  law  a n d  

u n i t in g  p la in t i f f  la w y e r s  a g a in st th e  

‘d a rk  f o r c e s ’,” h e  sa y s . E!
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